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Members Attending CDFA Representatives Interested Parties 
Robert LoBue  Stacey Hughes  Gary Kunkel 
Nick Hill   Gary Manning  Bob Blakely, CCM  
Ken Chipchase  Vic Tolomeo     
Kevin Severns  Jeff Cesca      
Damon Corey  Jack Rutz 
    Gary Nelson 
      Susan Shelton 
 
         
ITEM 1:  ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:07 p.m.  Role was called and a quorum was 
established. 
 
ITEM 2: PROPOSED LEGISLATION UPDATE  
 
The Legislation Subcommittee met via teleconference on March 4, 2005 to discuss AB 
85.  They suggested a few changes and submitted them to Assembly Member Maze’s 
office.  Bob Blakely, of California Citrus Mutual (CCM), explained that he called 
Assembly Member Maze’s office this morning and AB 85 is out of appropriation.  It is 
expected to pass out of appropriation as a consent bill and then go back to the 
assembly for the readings next week.  It should then be ready for the Senate within the 
next two weeks.  If all goes well, it will pass out of the Senate in May and then go to the 
Governor for his signature. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding if an Objective Measurement Forecast (OM) could be 
done for Mandarins for the 2005/06 crop year.  Vic Tolomeo stated that at least three 
years of data would have to be collected before an OM could be completed.  However, 
raw data could be released.  As the acreage survey provides the basis for the OM, Vic 
stated that he would provide an estimate of costs for an acreage survey and OM.  Jeff 
Cesca will research to see if Marketing has enough spending authority and money 
budgeted to provide these services. 
 
Nick Hall asked if an outreach bulletin would be sent to the Mandarin growers regarding 
the opportunities this legislation could provide.  Bob Blakely said that CCM could place 
an informational piece into their next newsletter to inform the mandarin industry. 
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ITEM 3: RECOMMENDATION FROM SUBCOMMITEE ON MIL ASSESSMENT 
 
The Finance Subcommittee met on March 23, 2005 to discuss the reserve fund 
balance, the current assessments, and assessment options.  Stacey Hughes reported 
that the subcommittee proposes to reduce the assessment that is currently being 
charged to Navel and Valencia by 1 mill each.  She provided each committee member a 
handout showing the approximate outcome of a three-year reduction. 
 
MOTION: Nick Hill moved that effective October 1, 2005 the Navel and Valencia orange 
assessment be decreased by 1mill each.  Kevin Severns seconded.  After a roll call 
vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Stacey stated that the assessment form will be revised and a letter to the industry will 
be sent out by no later than August. 
 
ITEM 4: OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Gary Manning stated that, after verifying with the counties, he would be issuing a Date 
B Letter for freeze within the next few weeks. 
 
ITEM 5: NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on September 14, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. in the Tulare County 
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office. 
 
ITEM 6: ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no other business to discuss, the Committee adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Stacey Hughes, Supervisor 
Inspection and Compliance Branch 
Inspection Services 
 
SH/ss 


	ITEM 2: PROPOSED LEGISLATION UPDATE

